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From Lab to Leisure .  Glove Recycling initiative at Birmingham University 
 
Scientific Laboratory Supplies (SLS), in collaboration with Kimberly-Clark Professional™, 
have been working closely with the School of Metallurgy and Materials (Met and Mat), 
Birmingham University to help them realise their green goals. 
 
The Dept of Met and Mat at Birmingham University get through 10 boxes of Kimtech™ 
disposable gloves, which is equivalent to 1000 gloves a week!  They would normally have 
thrown these in the normal general waste bin which would then have gone to landfill.  SLS, 
introduced the Kimberly-Clark Professional™ RightCycle® scheme to the department nearly 
a year ago and during this time the used gloves have collected and shipped to Kimberly-
Clark’s recycling centres.  They are then sorted and processed into plastic pellets.  These 
pellets are then moulded into new plastic products e.g. patio furniture, plant pots, plastic 
shelving and more. 
 
Paul Dugmore, Stores Manager (School of Met and Mat) commented “We’ve been running 
with the RightCycle® scheme for nearly a year and I think it’s a great idea to have our gloves 
taken away and turned into something useful instead of them going into the normal waste 
system and probably ending up in landfill.  It is an initiative I would encourage others to use 
for their uncontaminated, used Kimtech™ gloves”.  
 
For more information about the RightCycle® scheme please contact 
kimtech.support@kcc.com or visit www.kimtech.eu 

 
 

About Scientific Laboratory Supplies Ltd 

SLS first began trading in 1991 and has grown to become the UK’s largest independent 
supplier of laboratory equipment, chemicals and consumables. Headquartered in 
Nottingham, the company operates a warehousing, technical storage and logistics service 
across the UK and in several international territories. SLS works closely with leading 
international industry brands through a market leading catalogue and an extended range of 
over 450,000 products. Customers include universities, colleges and secondary schools, 
commercial research, government facilities and industrial laboratories of all types. 

www.scientificlabs.co.uk 
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Media Contact 

Colleen Holgate 
Marketing Manager 
Scientific Laboratory Supplies 
Wilford Industrial Estate  
Ruddington Lane 
Wilford 
Nottingham 
NG11 7EP 
 
Email : cholgate@scientific-labs.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  


