
THE EVOLUTION OF SLS
A lot has changed in 30 years...
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Largest Scientific Lab Show 
held to date. Cleanroom 
catalogue released.  SLS 

appointed exclusive distributor 
for Hain qPCR. SLS processes 

its one millionth order.

SLS celebrates 25th 
birthday at the 2016 
Scientific Lab Show 

with the launch of a new 
catalogue and website.SLS 

now has 170 employees.

  

SLS is founded with just 
two employees. Sterilin 
consumables available 

through SLS. 

’91

SLS Select consumables range 
is launched. SLS moves to larger 

premises. Nunc now available 
through SLS.

’01

SLS acquire assets of AR Horwell 
Ltd including the design rights of the 

‘neurothesiometer’. Sartorius, Sigma-
Aldrich, IKA, Bibby Scientific and Oxoid 

join the SLS portfolio.

’92

SLS reaches £2m 
revenue. New 

Brunswick added to 
the range. 

’93

First SLS catalogue 
launched.

’94

SLS employs over 30 
full time staff. Thermo 

Scientific join the range 
of products available 

through SLS.

’95 ’96

SLS turnover is £6m.

’97

SLS becomes the largest 
disposables distributor 

for Bibby Sterilin.

’98

Scottish office is 
opened in Coatbridge, 
Glasgow. SLS receives 

its first order over a 
million pounds.

’99

SLS achieves 
ISO:9001 

certification.

’00

The assets of both 
Rosslabs and Philip 
Harris Scientific are 
absorbed into SLS. 
Integra Biosciences 
available exclusively 

through SLS.

’03’02

Flowgen Bioscience 
Ltd is acquired and SLS 
now employs 90 people. 

Eppendorf is added to the 
SLS product range. 

’04 ’14

Launch of 
the SLS 
website.

’05 ’06

SLS becomes distributor for BD 
Bioscience. SLS turnover is £16m. Esco 

join the ever increasing portfolio of 
products available through SLS.

’07

First Scientific 
Laboratory 

Show held in 
Nottingham.

’08

SLS website becomes 
e-commerce capable 

alongside a new 
corporate identity. SLS 

Select Education is 
launched. Corning & 
GE range of products 

now available.

’09

SLS achieves ISO:14001 certification and 
become club sponsors of Hull City AFC. SLS 

becomes National Platinum distribution 
partner for Sigma-Aldrich, who co-present 

the 2010 Scientific Lab Show.

’10

Scottish office moves to larger premises at BioCity 
Scotland and launch its first show in Scotland. 

Turnover reaches £39m.  Envair range added and 
Corning promote SLS to a Premier Distributor.

SLS undertakes 
a warehouse 

expansion and 
invest in a new 

fleet of vans. SLS 
now has over 100 
employees. Gilson 
products added to 

the portfolio.

’11

SLS celebrates 21st birthday at 
the third Scientific Laboratory 

Show. First SLS Select 
Education catalogue released.

’12

SLS Life Science and SLS Service Centre are 
launched. Hull City announce SLS as a Club 

Partner. Lonza, BioDrop and Hitachi-Koki 
added as SLS exclusives. First pathology/

mortuary catalogue released.

’16‘15

Scientific Laboratory Supplies: Delivering Precisely the Quality You Need

’17 ’19

SLS aquires Analab 
and joins the SLS 
Dutscher Group.

SLS acquires Wolflabs 
and opens the East 

African office in Nairobi.

SLS launch the new 
catalogue into space and 

celebrate a record-breaking 
Scientific Laboratory Show  

& Conference 2018. 

’21‘20

SLS celebrate their 
30th birthday and 

are appointed official 
distributor for Merck 
- Supelco® range of 
analytical products.  
SLS process their  
2 millionth order.

SLS chosen to 
provide ULT 

freezers for the 
country’s supply of 
COVID-19 vaccines. 

LBO France 
acquire majority 

shareholding in the 
Dutscher group.

’18

’20

’14

’13

’16

’94

SLS awarded the 
1000 Companies 
to Inspire Europe 

award.

‘18


